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Letter from the Secretary 
 
Thank you ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
of State analyzes voluminous data to compare and highlight election trends τ including voter registration and 
turnout, election audits, and security τ and explains new policies and enhancements in election administration. 
 
2022 was an exciting year for elections in our state. Under the constant threats of election misinformation and cyber 
and other security risks, Washington met every challenge. Our reliable vote-by-mail system and dedicated election 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ оф ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пΦу Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΦ 
 
{ƻƳŜ ŦƛǊǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅΥ 
 

¶ The Nov. 8 General Election was the first Presidential midterm after same-day registration was enacted in 
2019 (SB 6021). Over 17,000 in-person, same-day registrations took place Nov. 8. 

 

¶ нлнн ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ нлнм [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ HB 1078, which restored voter eligibility for 
people previously convicted of felonies who are not under total confinement. 
 

¶ County election offices reported a dramatic rise in late ballot returns the week before the General Election 
(1.4 million, compared to 840,000 in 2020). This increase underscores the need to consistently upgrade our 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǳǇǘƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǾƻǘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 
In addition, this year we launched our Vote with Confidence awareness campaign to inform voters of election 
security measures and debunk bad information. The campaign included traditional advertising via newspapers, 
television, and signage, as well as partnerships with community organizations to help get out the vote. 
 
We created Vote with Confidence in response to increased election misinformation that confused voters and 
ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǾƻǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǘǊǳǎǘ ōȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
voter eligibility, election security, and the vote-by-mail process τ all of which are common targets of 
misinformation. 
 
We believe this campaign, combined with our efforts to strengthen election security, fight misinformation, and 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǾƻǘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳghout 2022. In addition, our strong 
working relationships with county election officials and partnerships with the Department of Homeland Security, 
FBI, Washington National Guard, and others enhanced our ability to administer secure, accessible, and transparent 
elections Washingtonians rely on and appreciate every year. 
 
I am honored to share these accomplishments with you. It was a big year for safeguarding election integrity and 
modernizing our security systems. Yet despite many challenges, the citizens of the great state of Washington 
delivered, and so did the people who are privileged to serve them. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steve Hobbs 
Secretary of State

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6021&Year=2017&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=1078&year=2021
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Introduction 

The Annual Elections Report, published by the Office of the Secretary of State, is created to explain ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
election data. The report often introduces new policies and the steps taken to implement legislation. In 2017, the 
Washington State Legislature passed House Bill 1507, requiring the Office of the Secretary of State to publish a report 
every odd-numbered year analyzing election data from the previous even-numbered year. Historically, the Elections 
Division has created a report every year to explain election procedures and data to the public. When applicable, the 
annual report includes data such as comparisons between counties on their rates of votes received, counted, and 
rejected; national data when its available to determine how Washington performs in relation to other states; data 
from the U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC); and comparisons over time to analyze how performance has 
changed over the years.1  

The 2022 Annual Election Report will be updated in the autumn of 2023 when the U.S. Election Assistance 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ нлнн 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƻǘƛƴƎ {ǳǊǾŜȅ (EAVS) results are made available. As a midterm year, 
2022 data is best compared in many cases to 2018. Data from 2018 was pulled from the previous voter registration 
database system and the county-specific systems that were in use until 2019, when Washington moved to a new 
statewide election management system. The 2022 General Election was the first midterm election using the VoteWA 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŎƻƳŜs from the VoteWA election 
management system, non-partisan non-profit organizations, and federal agencies.  

Voter turnout is traditionally at its best in even-numbered years, when candidates for federal office are on the ballot. 
There were two advisory votes and no initiatives or referenda measures ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ нлмуΩǎ ōŀƭƭƻǘ 
contained four initiative measures and one advisory vote. Unusual this year was the inclusion of a state executive 
office on the ballot to determine who would serve the final two years of the 2021-2025 Secretary of State term. The 
former Secretary of State vacated office in 2021 and Washington State Senator Steve Hobbs was appointed to serve 
in her place.  

New to Washington elections this year is the creation of the Information Security & Response Division. This new 
team enhances the Office of the Secretary ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ability ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
and to counter rumors and myths about the election process through a dedicated staff of cybersecurity and strategic 
communications professionals.2  

With many schools, USCIS, and other offices opening back up to the public amidst the continuation of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Elections Office resumed in-person outreach events. Outreach and education efforts are critical to 
ensure correct information about elections is available to everyone. The Office of the Secretary of State utilized 
every available opportunity to inform voters of their voting rights and explain how elections work in Washington. 

Every election, Washington election officials perform multiple audits that consistently demonstrate the security and 
accuracy of voting by mail. This report analyzes the data that feeds into those audits, compares data against previous 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎe ranks nationally. Washington continues to partner with the 
Department of Homeland Security, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Postal Service, and many other state and 
federal agencies to ensure security and continuity of operations. These partnerships, developed over many years, 
have served voters by consistently monitoring the integrity of election management in Washington.   

Professionally trained election ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΤ ŀƭƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ς integrity, 
service excellence, visionary leadership, and collaboration. This report specifically highlights the work of the Office 
of the Secretary of State in collaboration with all 39 county elections offices in 2022.

 
1 https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.235 
2 https://www.sos.wa.gov/office/news-releases.aspx#/news/1460 
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Overview of Legislation and Implementation 

Washington continues to be a national leader in implementing legislation that increases voter accessibility and 
election security. The changes in Washington election administration since 2018 have expanded voter access. 
Legislation summaries and implementation information are available in this section. 

Statewide Legislation Passed in 2022 

Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1357 ς ±ƻǘŜǊǎΩ tŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎ ς Overseas and Service Voters3 

Engrossed Senate House Bill 1357 (ESHB 1357) enumerates the right of military and overseas voters to rŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ 
pamphlets along with ballots. As a best practice, County Auditors have historically mailed and/or sent electronic 
ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƭƭƻǘΦ 
After ESHB морт ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ мс ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
to 14,095 military and overseas voters with physical pamphlets. Over 49,000 military and overseas voters received 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ via VoteWA. An online voter guide at VoteWA.gov is also available to all voters, 
regardless of military or overseas status.  

House Bill 1716 ς Concerning locations at which ballots may be cast4  

House Bill 1716 clarifies that the County Auditor shall open a voting center in a special election if the county is 
conducting an election. Special elections in February and April are only held in counties that have a received a 
resolution from a jurisdiction (for example, school districts, emergency medical services, fire districts, and library 
districts).  

In addition, the bill clarifies that the County AǳŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ office is automatically a voting center, unless the county 
elections office is housed in another location, in which case the county elections office is automatically a voting 
center. The County Auditor will update local administrative rules to designate a walking path to, through, and from 
the voting center to ensure voters may arrive and leave in a clear and unencumbered fashion. 

The electioneering distance rule was also updated to include student hubs and the entrance of a voting center as 
locations where the 100-foot ban on electioneering begins. Ballot drop boxes have a 25-foot electioneering ban. The 
County Auditor will post signage notifying voters of the electioneering ban. The ban on electioneering may not be 
circumvented by use of any amplifying technology, such as a megaphone or microphone. Political party observers, 
media, and the public are still welcome to observe the election process as normal.  

House Bill 1953 ς Exempting sensitive voter information on ballot return envelopes, ballot 
declarations, and signature correction forms from public disclosure5  

House Bill 1953 protects voter signatures, phone numbers, and email addresses on voting materials from public 
records requests due to the sensitivity of this personally identifiable information. These documents include original 
ballot return envelopes and declarations, signature collection forms, and any copies or electronic versions. The 
County Auditor may allow in-person review of these documents, provided that the inspector does not copy, 
photograph, or create an image of those documents.  

 
3 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1357-

S.SL.pdf?q=20221215084830 
4 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1716-

S.SL.pdf?q=20221215084925 
5 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-

22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1953.SL.pdf?q=20221215085258 



2022 Report on Elections in Washington State 
Overview of Legislation and Implementation  7 
 

  

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5628 ς Concerning cyber harassment, addressing concerns in 
the case of Rynearson v. Ferguson, and adding a crime of cyberstalking6  

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5628 updates the definitions for cyberstalking and harassment and includes election 
officials as a protected group within the law, along with survivors of domestic violence and criminal justice 
participants. If someone anonymously or otherwise cyber harasses or cyber stalks an election official for their 
professional decisions and duties, the harasser is guilty of a Class C felony. Election officials and their family members 
are eligible to participate in the Address Confidentiality Program, also available to survivors of domestic violence 
and harassment, to protect otherwise publicly available address information.7 

The updates in this law were created in response to physical violence, threats, and cyber intimidation Washingtonian 
election officials experienced in 2020, and have already been used to protect the safety of election staff and their 
family members. Having to prepare for physical and cyber threats is a new aspect of working in the field of election 
administration, and the dedication election officials continue to demonstrate in the face of this is awe-inspiring. This 
new level of protection codified by the Washington State Legislature in response to danger contributes to an 
improved sense of security among election officials.  

2021 Legislation Updates 

Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1078 - Restoring voter eligibility for all persons convicted of a 
felony offense who are not in total confinement under the jurisdiction of the Department of 
Corrections8 

Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1078 (ESHB 1078), signed into law in 2021, also went into effect this year. This law 
clarifies statutory language and lowers the barrier of reentry into civic participation for people with felony 
convictions. ESHB 1078 removes the previous requirement for someone with a felony conviction to fulfill their parole 
or any other stipulation required by the Department of Corrections or the courts before being eligible to register to 
vote. Now, someone with a Washington felony conviction may automatically be eligible to vote as soon as they are 
no longer under total confinement by the Department of Corrections.9 Those with an out-of-state felony or in federal 
custody may register to vote again as soon as they are no longer in total confinement.  

Following the passage of ESHB 1078Σ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ [ŀǿȅŜǊǎΩ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘǎ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ммǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻǎǘ-total incarceration for people 
ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƻƴȅ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ for restoring voting rights to a grade of B. Its main 
reasoning for not being given a grade of A for restoring voting rights is that people with felony convictions must wait 
until being released from total incarceration under the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections to be able to 
vote again.10  

Over 12,000 people with a Washington felony conviction who are no longer under total confinement but still under 
Department of Corrections supervision may benefit from this update in state law.11 Before 2022, people with a felony 
conviction could have their voting rights revoked for years after leaving total confinement while still under the 
supervision of the Department of Corrections and working to pay any fines imposed by the court, or a waiting period 

 
6 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5628-

S.SL.pdf?q=20221215090931 
7 https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=40.24.030 
8 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1078-

S.SL.pdf?q=20230111094917 
9 https://www.justice.gov/d9/fieldable-panel-panes/basic-

panes/attachments/2022/05/19/voting_with_a_criminal_conviction.pdf  
10 https://ccresourcecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/The-Reintegration-Report-Card.3.2122.pdf 
11 https://www.doc.wa.gov/docs/publications/reports/100-RE005.pdf 

https://www.justice.gov/d9/fieldable-panel-panes/basic-panes/attachments/2022/05/19/voting_with_a_criminal_conviction.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/d9/fieldable-panel-panes/basic-panes/attachments/2022/05/19/voting_with_a_criminal_conviction.pdf
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of five years if payments of legal financial obligations were not current. This change in policy allows people with 
felony convictions to reintegrate into their communities and exercise their civil rights while transitioning out of total 
confinement.  

 

 
!ōƻǾŜΥ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ Ŧƭƻǿ ŎƘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ 
jurisdiction, updated after ESHB 1078 went into effect.12 

Upon release from total incarceration under the DepartmŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƻƴȅ 
convictions receive voter registration paperwork to simplify the steps needed to register to vote. The Department 
ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ wŜŜƴǘǊȅ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦǊom the Office of the 
Secretary of State to provide updated voter registration forms and accurate information about voting and elections. 

 
12 https://www.justice.gov/d9/fieldable-panel-panes/basic-

panes/attachments/2022/05/19/voting_with_a_criminal_conviction.pdf 
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2020 Legislation Updates 

Engrossed Senate Bill 6313 ς Voting Opportunities Through Education (VOTE) Act13 

Engrossed Senate Bill 6313 (ESB 6313), the Voting Opportunities Through Education Act, passed by the Washington 
State Legislature in March 2020, has been mentioned in previous annual election reports.14 Effective January 1, 2022, 
another provision of the VOTE Act went into effect, allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 years of age by the 
November General Election to participate in the August Primary Election.15  

The VoteWA Advisory Board and Executive Steering Committee collaborated with various dedicated working groups 
across the state to create administrative workflows and privacy standards for 17-year-olds who participate in the 
August Primary Election. To protect their voter registration data from becoming public until they turn 18, a new 
section of Washington Administrative Code (WAC) defines who these primary-only voters are, the data that must 
remain protected, and the processes election officials must follow with these voters. 

 
Above: Timeline graphic for 17-year-olds who are eligible to participate in the August primary election, ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƭƪƛǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ at https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/future-
voter-program.aspx.  

Following the passage of ESB 6313, the Office of the Secretary of State began including information about voting as 
a 17-year-old in their presentations to high school students and spread information on social media and in various 
news sources before the law went into effect.  

Primary-only voters turned out to vote during their first eligible election in August at an astounding rate. Over 24% 
of primary-only voters returned their ballots in the August Primary Election, outpacing the ballot return rate from 
the 18-24 and 25-34 age range groups.  

 
13 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6313.SL.pdf 
14 https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/research/data-and-statistics.aspx 
15 https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6313&Year=2019 

https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/future-voter-program.aspx
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/future-voter-program.aspx
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6313.SL.pdf
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/research/data-and-statistics.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6313&Year=2019
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Above: Chart of ballot return rates for age range groups in the 2022 August Primary Election.  

Voter turnout is higher in even-numbered years for every age group when federal offices are on the ballot, thus the 
rates of 17-year-olds choosing to vote in the 2023 August Primary will likely decrease. 2026 turnout data will allow 
for review of the first four years of primary-only voter participation.  

2019 Legislation Updates 

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5079 ς Enacting the Native American voting rights act of 
Washington16 

9ƴƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ {ǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ .ƛƭƭ рлтф ό9{{. рлтфύ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
provisions for voters who live on a reservation or within tribal land. Non-traditional voting addresses are available 
for all voters who may not have a traditional residential address, wherein they can supply a map, GPS coordinates, 
or directions to where they live and still be registered to vote. ESSB 5079 also creates a provision that a federally 
recognized tribe may designate tribal government buildings as a residential address for people living within that 
precinct and as a mailing address for anyone who would like to pick up their ballots from that location.  

ESSB 5079 explicitly states that tribal identification (ID) cards are accepted forms of ID for voter registration, and 
that the VoteWA system can be updated for online voter registration using tribal IDs.  It also states that tribal 
governments can request that the Governor of Washington include tribal service buildings as sites that provide voter 
registration services, if the operations in the building are state facilities, state-funded, or substantially provide service 
to tribes.  

A new section was added to state law that includes provisions for ballot drop box installations within tribal 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
and Training Program evaluates county election offices on their outreach to local tribal governments as a part of 
their regular election reviews.   

 
16 https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5079&Year=2019 
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ESSB 5079 also outlines a grievance procedure if a tribal government encounters service issues with a nearby County 
Auditor. 

2018 Legislation Updates 

Second Substitute House Bill 1513 ς Concerning the collection of youth voter registration sign up 
information17 

The Future Voter program, which went into effect in 2019, allows Washingtonians who are sixteen or seventeen 
years old to pre-register to vote. Data for future voters is not publicly available and will not be available until they 
reach the age of majority. 

The Office of the Secretary of State has continued its #FutureVoter outreach campaign and partnership with the 
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) since the legislation was passed in 2018. The Office of the 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ±ƻǘƛƴƎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
the year to explain how voting works in Washington, what voting rights are, and the history of voting locally. The 
#FutureVoter outreach campaign includes toolkits for teachers that include lesson plans created in partnership with 
OSPI to align with instruction standards, as well as information on hosting voter registration drives, coloring sheets, 
posters, bookmarks, pins, and stickers. Free promotional items are available to teachers and students hosting voter 
registration drives at schools and extracurricular events. 

49 states and Washington, D.C. allow voter pre-registration of some kind. Most states limit voter pre-registration to 
17-year-olds who will be 18 by the next general election. 16-year-olds can pre-register in California, Colorado, 
Delaware, Washington D.C.Σ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΣ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΣ aŀƛƴŜΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΣ 
Oregon, Rhode Island, and Utah.18 

 
!ōƻǾŜΥ ІCǳǘǳǊŜ±ƻǘŜǊ ƘŀǎƘǘŀƎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ the Secretary of 
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

Substitute Senate Bill 6021 ς Extending the period for voter registration19 

The Washington State Legislature passed legislation to allow same-day voter registration in 2018, which went into 
effect in 2019. Prior to the change, voters had to turn in voter registration paperwork 29 days before the day of the 
election to participate. By the 2019 August Primary, the deadline for turning in voter registration paperwork, either 
physically or via VoteWA.gov, moved to eight days before the election. Voters could visit a voting center or elections 
office during the eight-day period to register in person and receive a ballot by 8:00 PM on the day of the election. 

 
17 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1513-

S2.SL.pdf?q=20230111095053 
18 rockthevote.org/how-to-vote/nationwide-voting-info/voter-pre-registration/  
19 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6021-

S.SL.pdf?q=20230111095116 
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This change has allowed thousands of Washingtonians to update their voter registration or register for the first time 
and still participate in the election. 

This supports accurate voter rolls and election results by allowing voters to vote the ballot for their current location, 
rather than an old address or not at all. States with same-day voter registration deadlines ensure that all those who 
wish to vote and are eligible with adequate identification can do so, with an average of 5% voter turnout increase 
after enacting the deadline change20 and no evidence of a change in partisan balance.21  

Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2595 ς Concerning procedures in order to automatically 
register citizens to vote (Automatic Voter Registration Act of 2018)22 

Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2595 (ESSHB 2595) incorporates voter registration into other transactions 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘŀƪŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻǊ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 
exchange. Once someone has affirmed that they are a United States citizen, meet the requirements to register to 
vote, and confirm that they would like to register to vote or update their registration, their application information 
is sent to the county election office for verification and processing. If incomplete information is received, the county 
election office sends a notice to the pending voter, letting them know what information to submit. If someone 
registered to vote through the Department of Licensing using their license as the form of identification (ID) with no 
other form of ID, and the ID was cancelled for incorrect information being provided, the Department of Licensing 
must report the cancellation to the Office of the Secretary of State and County Auditor immediately so the correct 
information can be found.   

Additional state agencies such as the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), 
Department of Health (DOH), Department of Vital Records (DVR), Washington State Department of Services for the 
Blind (DSB), Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA), Aging and Long-Term Support Administration (ALTSA), 
ŀƴŘ 5{I{Ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό/{5ύ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ 
several years.  

Voter registration updates from the Department of Licensing has been the largest source of agency voter registration 
applications since the Automatic Voter Registration Act of 2018 went into effect.  

 

 
20 https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/pcs_assets/2009/uwisconsin1pdf.pdf 
21 

 http://www.socsci.uci.edu/~bgrofman/18%20Brians-Grofman-Election%20day%20registration%27s%20effect.pdf 
22 https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2595&Year=2018 
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Redistricting 
 

In the spring of 2022, elections administrators implemented the first phase of redistricting resulting from the 2020 
Census. There was a delay in the release of population counts from the Census Bureau due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, therefore the redistricting process was broken into two parts. Redistricting of districts with candidate 
races on the ballot in 2022 (congressional and legislative districts, most counties, and public utility districts) was 
completed by the end of 2021; redistricting for the remaining districts was completed by November 15, 2022.   
 
By statute, a voting precinct cannot be split by the boundary of a congressional district, a legislative district, or a 
county legislative authority district, therefore the 2022 redistricting implementation required counties to make 
significant changes to their precinct boundaries. Counties used the VoteWA system to create new precincts (with 
splits as required by overlapping jurisdictional boundaries), to delete or merge precincts and splits that were no 
longer needed, and to reassign precinct splits to the appropriate districts. Assistance by Secretary of State staff (using 
the VoteWA user interface) was necessary to extend a congressional or legislative district into any county where it 
was not previously present. 
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Program Highlight ς Voter Outreach 

In 2022, Voter Education and Outreach Specialists from the Office of the Secretary of State participated in virtual 
and in-person outreach events throughout Washington. As the COVID-19 pandemic continued, most events were 
hosted virtually. Voter Education and Outreach Specialists were able to attend U.S. citizenship ceremonies, the Latinx 
¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ 
with information about voting in Washington and assistance in registering to vote.  

Education curricula and voter registration drive materials were sent to hundreds of teachers and voter registration 
drive hosts throughout the state, including high school students who wanted to host registration drives for their 
fellow students; teachers in public, private, tribal, and home schools; political party representatives; nonprofit 
representatives; and more.  

The annual Student Mock Election had its highest participation rate since 2018, and the annual ALL IN Challenge for 
universities and colleges saw record levels of participation from Washington campuses. The Office of the Secretary 
of State welcomed the addition of a new Spanish edition in King County due to new language translation 
requirements from the U.S. Census Bureau after the recent decennial census.  

Youth Outreach 

Temperance and Good Citizenship Day 

Temperance and Good Citizenship Day, established by the Washington State Legislature in 1923, is a dedicated day 
for K-12 schools to teach students about civil rights, civic duties, and responsibilities.  

The Office of the Secretary of State offers resources and lesson toolkits that were created in partnership with the 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction and civics educators throughout the state. Voter Education and 
Outreach specialists notify educators of updates, upcoming educational events, and opportunities to receive free 
educational or promotional materials such as buttons and pens. 

January 16 is Temperance and Good Citizenship Day. Due to January 16 falling on a weekend in 2022, it was observed 
statewide on January 14. Students in schools throughout Washington were given opportunities to pre-register or 
register to vote, and to learn about how voting works in Washington. 

CǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ м ǘƻ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ омΣ нлннΣ ƻǾŜǊ оΣплл ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ мс- to 18-year-olds were enrolled in the Future 
Voter program or registered to vote. 

Since the Future Voter program officially launched in 2019, over 100,000 people have joined, over 25% of the eligible 
age group.23  

 
23 https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/statewide-data/washington-trends/population-changes/distribution-

washington-population-age-and-gender 
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Washington Campus Voting Challenge - New 

 
!ōƻǾŜΥ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ±ƻǘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

The ALL IN Washington Campus Voting Challenge, in partnership with Civic Nation, encourages college and university 
campuses to promote democratic dialogue and to inspire students to participate in the electoral process.  

Washington has 24 participating colleges and universities, many of which have received recognition for their 
participation rates.24 The Washington Campus Voting Challenge looks for voter participation rates per campus ς both 
overall participation and improvement upon previous participation ratesτas well as campus action plans to promote 
civic participation. The program also recognizes individuals who have demonstrated commitment to the principles 
of the challenge. 

Nine new campuses joined the Washington Campus Voting Challenge in 2022, a record number since Washington 
campuses began participating in the initiative in 2020.  

2022 participation rates and awards will be announced at the next ALL IN Campus Voting Challenge Awards 
Ceremony, held biennially. 

 
Above: Map of Washington with ALL IN icons identifying the locations of participating campuses.25 

 
24 https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/civics/washington-campus-voting-challenge-.aspx 
25 https://allinchallenge.org/participating-campuses/ 
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Below is a chart of participating campuses and the awards they have received from the ALL IN Campus Democracy 
Challenge in the past:  

Campus Location Joined  Awards/Recognition 

Antioch University-Seattle Seattle 2022  

Bates Technical College Tacoma 2022  

Bellevue College Bellevue 2021  

Central Washington University Ellensburg 2021  

Centralia College Centralia 2021 Bronze Campus (50-59% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 
Most Engaged Campus for College Student Voting 2022 

Clover Park Technical College Lakewood 2022  

Eastern Washington University Cheney 2020 Gold Campus (70-79% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

Edmonds College Lynnwood 2022  

Green River College Auburn 2022 Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

Pacific Lutheran University Tacoma 2016 Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

Peninsula College Port Angeles 2021 Bronze Campus (50-59% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 

{ŀƛƴǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Lacey 2021  

Seattle Central College Seattle 2021 Silver Campus (60-69% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

Seattle University Seattle 2020  

South Puget Sound Community 
College 

Olympia 2022 Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

University of Puget Sound Tacoma 2016 Silver Campus (60-69% voting rate) ς 2016 Presidential Election 
Platinum Campus (50+% voting rate) ς 2018 Midterm Election 
Platinum Campus (80-89% voting rate ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

University of Washington Seattle 2017 Silver Campus (60-69% voting rate) ς 2016 Presidential Election 
Platinum Campus (50+% voting rate) ς 2018 Midterm Election 
Gold Campus (70-79% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

University of Washington-Tacoma Tacoma 2022  

Washington State University Pullman 2017 Bronze Campus (50-59% voting rate) ς 2016 Presidential Election 
Gold Campus (40-49% voting rate) ς 2018 Midterm Election 
Platinum Campus (80-89% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

Washington State University- Tri-Cities 2021  
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Tri-Cities 

Washington State University-
Vancouver 

Vancouver 2022  

Wenatchee Valley College Wenatchee 2022  

Western Washington University Bellingham 2016 Silver Campus (60-69% voting rate) ς 2016 Presidential Election 
Platinum Campus (50+% voting rate) ς 2018 Midterm Election 

Whitman College Walla Walla 2021 Platinum Campus (80-89% voting rate) ς 2020 Presidential Election 
Presidential Commitment Signatory (500+ signatures) 

 

Student Mock Election 

 
!ōƻǾŜΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ aƻŎƪ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

The annual Student Mock Election, hosted by the Office of the Secretary of State, provides students with sample 
ballots that look like the official ballots that they will start receiving once they are eligible to vote. The Student Mock 
Election is open to all Washington state public and private schools, homeschooled students, and tribal schools free 
of charge. 

The Office of the Secretary of State provides a toolkit for teachers to download that includes mock ballots, coloring 
sheets, and a print-friendly voter pamphlet specific to the Student Mock Election. Students can observe their teacher 
or facilitate countiƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΩǎ ƳƻŎƪ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

A total of 25,144 students in 186 K-12 schools participated in in the 2022 Student Mock Election, the highest 
participation rate since 2018. This was an increase of over 5,000 students and over 50 new schools from the 2021 
Student Mock Election. Since 2004, 432,384 students have participated in the Student Mock Election.  

186 educators requested the Secretary free curriculum guide produced in partnership with the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. In addition, those educators received buttons, pens, highlighters, and stickers 
to distribute to participating students. Students in grades 5-12 had virtual visits from Voter Education and Outreach 
Specialists to explain the importance of voting and what to expect when they begin voting in official elections. 

In a visit with the Washington State School for the Blind, Voter Education and Outreach Specialists were able to 
speak with students about their self-created mock election. These students showed great initiative in creating a 
version of the Student Mock Election specifically related to their lived experiences and raised excellent questions 
and dialogue about the levels of accessibility for casting a ballot in Washington. 

Latinx Youth Summit 
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Along with the Washington State Archives and Washington State Library, Voter Education and Outreach Specialists 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴȄ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ {ŜŜŘǎΣέ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ between the 
Evergreen State College and the Hispanic Roundtable, in which over 500 high school students, parents, and 
educators highlighted solidarity in the Latinx community. Outreach staff provided resources in Spanish and English 
and were able to register or pre-register youth to vote as part of the Future Voter program. 

±ƻǘŜǊǎΩ tŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ 

                          
Above: нлнн ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ Vietnamese. 

 

Candidate Statement Submissions 
 
Candidates who filed ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ CƛƭƛƴƎ 
Week, May 16-20, 2022. The deadline for candidates ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ was 
May 27, the Friday after the close of Candidate Filing. 

нлнн ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ hǾŜǊ оΦр 
Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
pamphlets distribǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎ ƛƴ ōǳƭƪΦ 

 
 

±ƻǘŜǊǎΩ tŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
 
¢ƘŜ ±ƻǘŜǊǎΩ tŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ом ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦƻǳǊ ŀǳŘƛƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎΤ ŀƭƭ 
were uploaded to the state elections website for anyone to access globally.  

¶ 31 printed pamphlets were produced in 2022. New to the printed pamphlet requirements was a Spanish 
King County-ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘΣ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нло ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 
.ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ !ƳŜǊican Community Survey five-year data release.  

¶ TVW captioned video guide of state and federal candidates. 

¶ !ǳŘƛƻ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ς files were produced by the Washington Talking Book and Braille Library ς all 
individual files were uploaded to the state elections website for visitors to click on and listen to the files.   
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¶ Flat text file ς this is useful for voters who use a screen reader. Screen reader programs will read a flat text 
ŦƛƭŜ ŀƭƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  

¶ Online Voter Guide ς The online voter guide is available in two formats, a generic guide and customized. 
The generic guide shows all federal, state, and local candidates and measures. The customized online voter 
guide shows the candidates and measures specƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōŀƭƭƻǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
pamphlet information correlating with their ballot without reading through the other candidates and 
measures in their county that are not on their ballot.  

 
Information about the language accesǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
Access and Disability Access sections below. 

 

Outreach to Tribal Nations 
 

The Office of the Secretary of State has designated Elections staff who reach out to the 29 federally recognized tribes 
located throughout Washington and several that are not federally recognized.  

The Elections Division and county election offices collaborate with tribal governments upon request to:  

¶ promote education and outreach tools for tribal voters; 

¶ use tribal ID card data for online voter registration;  

¶ provide voter registration forms, buttons, stickers, posters, and pens to assist with tribal-led voter 
registration drives;  

¶ establish ballot mailing sites on tribal land for voters with nontraditional mailing addresses; 

¶ install drop boxes on or near tribal lands;  

¶ provide students with information about voting in Washington elections and opportunities to register or 
pre-register to vote; and  

¶ offer personalized voter registration links, emails with election date reminders, and meetings or 
presentations on various elections topics. 

 
The Office of the Secretary of State sends representatives to the Centennial Accord, an annual gathering of tribal, 
state, and local governments established in 1989 to discuss policy issues and tribal concerns.26  

 
26 https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord/2022-centennial-accord-registration 
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Above: Map of ballot drop box locations within or near reservation boundaries.  

 

Other Outreach Communities 
 
In addition to tribal communities, Office of the Secretary of State works to support underserved communities 
including naturalized citizens, voters with disabilities, voters with a felony conviction, displaced voters, and minority 
language groups. The right to vote applies in an equal manner across communities, but underserved communities 
have additional barriers to cross to exercise many civil rights. The Office of the Secretary of State is dedicated to 
working alongside various communities to lower those barriers of entry so the ability to vote is equitable across the 
state.  

 

Language Access 
 

Language Assistance Plan for County Elections Offices - New 

 
¢ƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tƭŀƴ (LAP) is a thorough primer on compliance with Section 
203 and the other minority-language provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.2728 The plan provides helpful, well-
reasoned, easy to understand recommendations for county election offices to comply with federal language 
assistance election mandates. 
 
This plan is a compilation of materials and experiences from Adams, Franklin, Yakima, and King Counties and the 
Office of the Secretary of State; input from new counties potentially covered under Section 203; annual Minority 

 
27 https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299909 
28 https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title52/subtitle1&edition=prelim 






































































































































